
Let 
appropriate 
people write

Req-1:
Correct

Req-2:
Current

Req-4:
Relevant

Req-3:
Understandable

Review every 
part

Prefer 
abstract

over detailed

Leave out the 
obvious

Req-7:
Maintainable

Automate 
certain parts

Regularly
review

Know your
target audience

Document 
unambiguously

Place details 
into context

Explain specific 
terms

Explain 
notation

Explain reasons

Combine 
diagrams with 

text

Req-6:
Proper 

language

Req-5:
Referenceable

Use active voice

Use positive 
statements

Write concisely 
in short 

sentences

Make every 
section 

identifiable

Make every 
diagram & table 

identifiable

Provide table-
of-contents

Identify tasks of 
target audience

Use template

Provide 
overview

Organize 
top-down

Correct spelling 
and grammar

Req-8:
Easy to find

Req-10:
Appropriate 

tools

Req-9:
Version 

controlled

Req-11:
Continuously

updated

Omit some 
details

Facilitate 
navigation and 

search

Use cross-
references

Use helpful 
structure

Use a VCS for 
all artifacts

Use a VCS for 
generated 
export

Use diagrams 
to explain 
structure

Show examples 
of existing 

documentation

Keep source of 
every diagram

Document 
incrementally

Reserve short 
timeboxes

Delete 
outdated parts

Legend

Formal
requirements

Content
requirements

Tool & process
requirements

How to 
achieve 

requirement

can help

prerequisite for

Include 
documentation 

in DoD

Make 
documentation 
itself easy to find
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Principles of 
Technical Documentation 

Prefer 
established 

tools

#sect-understandable
#sect-proper-language

